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COMMANDER’S CORNER: 
 

My dear Brothers, 
 

By the time this message gets 
out, we will have had yet 
another successful Encamp-
ment.  We will be moving 
away from the summer busy 
season and to the more intro-
spective seasons of Thanks-

giving and Christmas.  My mind continues to 
be on the needy Brothers of our Department, 
including our beloved Chaplain who is still 
healing from major surgery. Please keep him 
in your prayers. 
 

As of the time of this writing, we are still 
seeking a replacement for our Boy Scout 
Award Officer, and no volunteers or recom-
mendations have come forward.  This doesn't 
speak well of the health of our Department 
and I hope this is merely a fluke.  
 

As we all approach the coming months before 
the New Year, let us remember, as our Feder-
al Charter charges us, our ancestors and the 
veterans of all wars who have sacrificed so 
much that the life of our nation might be pre-
served.  Please find time to thank a Veteran, 
or someone still serving, for your freedoms 
and opportunities to live in peace. Lastly, in 
the spirit of our great virtue of Charity, please 
find a chance to give to someone in need.   
 

God bless each of you. 
 

Commander Harry 
 

Harry W. Reineke IV, PCC 
Department Commander. 
 

STOLEN! 
Br. Harry reported at the Dept. Encampment 
that the refurbished grave flag holder that his 
friend, Br. Jamie McGuire from Rhode Island 
placed on his ancestor Levi Long’s grave in 
2016 in Perkins Cemetery just outside of Bu-
reau Junction in Bureau County was stolen. 
It's a Jenks Foundry G.A.R. star which is a 
style exclusive to Rhode Island.  All Brothers 
are requested to keep an eye out for it on E-
Bay and in antique stores and flea markets. If 
found, please notify Br. Harry so that he can 
contact Jamie. Grave goods such as flag hold-
ers, urns, candles, etc. are not legal to sell 
once they have been placed on a grave. 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER: 
 

During the past 10 
months, I spent 10 
weeks in hospitals hav-
ing my heart adjusted.   
 

The last two weeks, 
during which I had a 
triple bypass cardio 
surgery, I was in a fifth 

story hospital room that overlooked a 
large Forest Preserve in Maywood, IL.   
 

Nothing but trees, except for the City of 
Chicago Skyline on the horizon.  A truly 
beautiful site.  So beautiful that I did not 
even turn on the TV in the room.   

Can you imagine I missed teams losing 
their races for the Pennant, countless epi-
sodes of soap operas, game shows and 
reruns of TV series I had already seen 
(and didn’t necessarily like the first time 
through).   
 

So I meditated - that means I said, “Speak 
Lord, I’M listening.”  Then I just listened.  
It is amazing what He said to me over 
those 13 days: 
 

- Don’t be afraid - I am with you. 
- Don’t worry about the future - I have it 
all planned out. 
- After all of this pain and discomfort, do 
you think I will abandon you now? 

- Proof that I love you are all of the visits, 
cards, phone calls and messages you have 
received from your Brothers and Sisters in 
the Allied Orders.  
- Proof that I love you is the kindness and 
consideration you received from the nurs-
es and medical staff. 
- Even though you are a physical mess 
Chaplain Jerry - your wife is more in love 
with you today, than 52 years ago when 
she married you. 
- I am not finished with you . 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

Chaplain Jerry 

NATIONAL ENCAMPMENT: 

Jerry Kowalski (below) was honored by 
the National Commander-In-Chief Shaw 
for his outstanding service to our Order.  

The members of our department honoring 
National Commander in Chief Don Shaw 
at his farewell roast.  (below) 

Brother Terry Dyer (middle top right) 
appealed to all brothers to consider donat-
ing to the Dr. Benjamin Stephenson  mon-
ument either by the purchase of a brick, or 
monetary donation. Brother Terry de-
scribed the origin of the GAR to the en-

campment members and the burial site of 
Dr. Stephenson in Petersburg, Illinois. 
Commander In Chief Donald Shaw pre-
sented a check to Brother Terry for the 
monument project.  

Brother Jerry Kowalski (above) and Jim 
Lyon (next column top) each received 
certificates of appreciation at the National 
Encampment this year. Brother DC Harry 
Reinecke IV (not pictured) also received a 
certificate for his service as National 
Webmaster.  

Our group photos below with wives and 
brothers. 

Respectfully submitted in Fraternity, 
Charity, & Loyalty, 

Brother Nick Kaup 

*************************************************************************** 
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PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTION 
 As patriotic instructor for the Department of Illinois, I 
thought this column should contain an article about patriotism 
and how it was conveyed from home to the Civil War troops 
fighting on both sides. 
 There are many ways to show patriotism, the most obvi-
ous is displaying and waving the flag, but any deed that cele-
brates our country or makes it stronger is a great display of patri-
otism.  When at war, people are more vocal about their feelings, 
playing patriotic songs and making speeches full of pride and 
love of country.  Showing patriotism is so important that politi-
cians will argue with each 
other about who is more patri-
otic. 
 As the Battle of Bull 
Run raged in July of 1861, 
hundreds of miles away, 
wives and mothers penned 
letters of love, support, and 
devotion to their brave men 
fighting on both sides.  They 
placed their letters into color-
fully decorated envelopes and 
sealed them with a kiss or a 
spritz of perfume hoping they 
would reach their intended 
loved ones. 
 Those decorated en-
velopes were designed for 
more than just holding letters.  
They also served as propagan-
da pieces to sway support 
from one side to another and 
to bolster partisan spirit 
among the people.  These 
were strictly private, non-
government issued envelopes.  
They were all designed by 
printers as a way to make 
money. 
 "There are flags on 
the envelopes to support the 
Union. On one 'The Star-
Spangled Banner' is printed 
on the back, and another one 
has the history of the Ameri-
can Flag.  It shows the 12 
different flags that had flown 
over the American nation over 
time," said professor Steven Boyd, whose is the author of Patri-
otic Envelopes of the Civil War.  He added that, "Half of the 
pictures of women on patriotic covers show this very beautiful 
female dressed in a red, white and blue dress."  "Slogan and mot-
tos say, 'God Bless Our Union' or 'for God and Country.'" 
 These covers, ornate as they were, really tugged at the 
heart strings of the soldiers, encouraging them to put up a good 
fight all in the name of honor, duty, and to their cause. 
 Other examples of patriotic covers were a series of 'the-
girl-I-left-behind' designs that show an image of the women and 

children left at home.  They were designed to show the women's 
role, which was to support their husbands, sons and fathers going 
off to war.  A famous one shows 'Quaker Jane' handing a rifle to 
'Quaker Jim,' saying to him, "Support the Union.' The pacifism 
of the Quakers is being parodied there and it's saying. 'Look, we 
have an obligation.'  Additionally, many covers were decorated 
with patriotic poems. 
 While patriotic envelopes were used to inspire loyalty 
on both sides, they inadvertently served other social purpose, 
such as acquainting Americans to different types of people.  It 
was probably the first-time thousands of Americans saw an im-

age of an African-American.   
 Others showed the 
Battle of Gettysburg and Bull 
Run.  They were also sold in 
camps for the soldiers to write 
home to their family and 
loved ones. 
 Interestingly, the 
envelopes were also part of 
popular culture of the day and 
were saved as souvenirs.  Ap-
proximately 15,000 pro-Union 
and 250 pro-Confederate de-
signs were printed between 
1861 and 1865. 
 The Patriotic enve-
lopes proved to be a lucrative 
business for printers, especial-
ly those in the north, who 
marketed them extensively to 
both civilians and troops.  A 
packet of 10 decorated covers 
with 10 sheets of blank paper 
with designs, and a pencil 
would sell for 25 cents.  The 
printers in the North prospered 
from selling these covers until 
the end of the Civil War, but 
the southern printers did not 
fare as well as they ran out of 
supplies to print before the 
war ended. 
 From a collector's 
view, an unused Union enve-
lope can be had for $5. How-
ever, a used Confederate en-
velope can cost between $300 
and $3,000.  Remember, most 

were not mailed but hand carried to camps and battle sites. 
 One of my favorite quotes on Patriotism comes from 
Mark Twain who said, "Patriotism is supporting your country all 
the time, and your government when they deserve it.”  
 
(photo from the cover of Steven Boyd’s 2010 book, Patriotic 

Envelopes of the Civil War, available on Amazon.com) 
 
Respectfully Submitted.  
Michael Zafran, P. I., Department of IL 
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KEYBOARD KLACKING 
From DSVC Joe Hutchinson 
 

As October 16th is the 165th Anniversary of Lincoln’s famous 
“Peoria Speech” that put Abraham Lincoln on the road to the 
White House, I thought it would be good to revisit the circum-
stances that enabled that speech. What follows is an article taken 
from  a publication of Ashland University:  
https://ashbrook.org/publications/onprin-feb2009-portteus/  
 
 

“Our Ancient Faith”: The Peoria Speech 
 

By Kevin Portteus 
 

 Until Abraham Lincoln addressed the people of Peoria, 
Illinois on October 16, 1854, slavery had not been the focus of 
his political career. In his speeches he had occasionally shown 
his anti-slavery sentiments, most notably in his 1852 Eulogy on 
Henry Clay. While in Congress, Lincoln had supported the Wil-
mot Proviso outlawing slavery in the 
territories acquired from Mexico. It 
was at Peoria, however, that Lincoln 
first articulated the threat to liberty 
and the American regime contained 
in slavery generally, and in the ap-
peal to popular sovereignty in partic-
ular. 
 Earlier that year, Congress 
had enacted the Kansas-Nebraska 
Act. The Act was the brainchild of 
Stephen A. Douglas, then-chairman 
of the Senate’s Committee on the 
Territories. The Act organized these 
vast territories, a necessary prelude 
to settlement (and railroad develop-
ment, which was Douglas’s original 
motivation), but did so in a way that 
placed the slavery issue in a state of 
permanent agitation that would per-
sist until the Civil War. This land 
had been made forever free as part 
of the Missouri Compromise of 
1820, but under Kansas-Nebraska 
the people of these territories would settle the slavery question 
for themselves. Douglas hoped that his principle of “popular 
sovereignty” would put slavery to rest as a national issue. 
 At Peoria Lincoln responded to several arguments in 
favor of the act, but devoted the most effort responding to the 
argument that “the repeal establishes a principle, which is intrin-
sically right.” The principle of popular sovereignty is, in Doug-
las’s words, that the people of any state or territory “should be 
left perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in their own way, and that no limitation should be placed upon 
that right in any form.” It is the principle of absolute majority 
rule, even if the majority wants to reduce a minority to chattel 
slavery. The majority can do as it pleases, and the function of the 
government is only to secure that right and effectuate the will of 
the majority. 
 Lincoln does not dispute the “sacred right of self-
government,” but he insists, as historian Allen Guelzo says, that 
democratic politics has a “moral core,” and that it cannot be di-

vorced from that “higher purpose, which was the realization of a 
morally right political order.” That moral core, which Lincoln 
calls “our ancient faith,” is most perfectly expressed in the Dec-
laration of Independence. Its central premise is the principle of 
natural equality, the belief that “no man is good enough to gov-
ern another man, without that other’s consent.” Self-government 
is only possible when it is grounded in this transcendent moral 
principle. Such a principle must be universal in its application or 
it is untenable. Genuine self-government and slavery can never 
co-exist. As a violation of our ancient faith, slavery cannot but be 
considered a moral evil. 
 It is as a moral evil, Lincoln argues, that the Founding 
Fathers dealt with slavery. They hated it and yet understood that 
they could not purge it without destroying the country. They tol-
erated slavery out of necessity, but “the argument of ’Necessity’ 
was the only argument they ever admitted in favor of slavery.” 
Moreover, Lincoln continues, “they hedged and hemmed it in to 

the narrowest limits of necessity,” 
restricting and discouraging it at eve-
ry opportunity. They refused even to 
employ the words “slave” or 
“slavery” in the Constitution. “The 
plain unmistakable spirit of that age,” 
Lincoln concludes, “was hostility to 
the PRINCIPLE, and toleration, ON-
LY BY NECESSITY.” 
 Lincoln saw, in the Kansas-
Nebraska Act, an attempt to alter the 
fundamental moral principle of the 
American regime. It is perhaps more 
accurate to say that Lincoln saw in 
the Act an attempt to remove the idea 
of moral truth as the basis of Ameri-
can political life. The Nebraska law 
embodied the belief that slavery is 
simply an issue of local property reg-
ulation, rather than one of fundamen-
tal moral principle. Douglas himself 
asserted that “the great principle” of 
popular sovereignty “is the right of 
every community to judge and decide 

for itself, whether a thing is right or wrong.” Right and wrong are 
detached from transcendent moral truth and are instead defined 
by the will of the strongest, here the majority. When the majority 
finds that enslaving the minority is in its interest, then slavery is 
a moral right. Freedom and slavery are, under popular sovereign-
ty, moral equivalents. 
 Such moral equivocation is hazardous for more than the 
enslaved. In supporting freedom for the slaves we preserve free-
dom for the free. Lincoln argued that even to admit that “there 
CAN be a MORAL RIGHT in the enslaving of one man by an-
other” is “a dangerous dalliance for a free people.… In our 
greedy chase to make profit of the Negro,” Lincoln warned, “let 
us beware, lest we ’cancel and tear to pieces’ even the white 
man’s charter of freedom.” Douglas presented popular sover-
eignty to northerners as an easy way to end slavery.  
  
Continued on Page 5  
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Lincoln’s Peoria Speech continued from Page 4 
 

. Slavery, he argued, was unprofitable and unsuited to the re-
maining territories, so the majorities there would reject it. “This,” 
Lincoln countered, “is a palliation—a lullaby.” Slave labor could 
mine the silver of Colorado or harvest the wheat of Kansas as 
easily as it could tend the cotton fields of South Carolina. Instead 
of bringing about the end of slavery, popular sovereignty would 
allow slavery “to spread to every other part of the wide world, 
where men can be found inclined to take it,” thereby endangering 
the freedom of all. 
 The great danger of Douglas’s popular sovereignty is 
that it has the practical effect of “blowing out the moral lights 
around us.” Popular sovereignty would render us unable to distin-
guish right from wrong and just from unjust, for these terms 
would have no reality distinct from the arbitrary will of individu-
als and communities. The nation that believes that it can have 
liberty and self-government absent these principles will remain 
neither free nor self-governing for long. The Peoria speech was 
the beginning of Lincoln’s effort to restore the nation to the prin-
ciples upon which it was founded, and return liberty to its only 
secure foundation: the eternal truth contained in the Declaration 
of Independence. 
 The challenge of 1854 is our challenge. The greatest 
threats to the American experiment come not from our avowed 
enemies, whose intentions are manifest. They arise from those 
who, appearing in the guise of friends, whisper lullabies of pana-
ceas, if we would only abandon our outdated and unrealistic prin-
ciples. 

Kevin Portteus, a 2001 graduate of Ashland University, where he 
was an Ashbrook Scholar, is Assistant Professor of political sci-
ence at Hillsdale College. 
 

************* 
Text of Lincoln’s speech may be found at: https://www.nps.gov/
liho/learn/historyculture/peoriaspeech.htm 
 

************* 
Of particular local interest, Byron Cloyd Bryner, son of John C. 
Bryner, the future Colonel of the 47th IL INF was present at the 
speech, sitting on his father’s shoulders in order to see over the 
crowd. It made such an impression on the young boy that he 
changed from being a “Douglas Man” to an ardent Lincoln sup-
porter. He later wrote a book in 1924 documenting the experi-
ence to commemorate the 70th anniversary of Lincoln’s famous 
speech. The book includes text of both Lincoln and Douglas’ 
speeches 
 

B.C. was also a Civil War Veteran himself who volunteered at 
age 16 after his father died at Camp Butler in Springfield while 
rebuilding the 47th IL Infantry. B.C. served the last 48 hours of 
the war. He was Post Commander in 1908 and spearheaded the 
construction of the Greenhut Memorial G.A.R. Hall.  
 

In 2001, the Friends of the G.A.R. Hall reprinted B.C.’s book to 
raise funds for the continuing restoration of the Hall.  
 
Books are still available for $20 plus S&H. Contact Bryner Camp 
67 at “bryner67sec@gmail.com” . 

************************************************************* 

The “Shaft” Rededication  

October 12, 2019 

Unveiling the monument  
  

 The original Civil War monu-
ment that stood on the Peoria Courthouse 
Square from 1866 until its removal in 
1962 was, at the time of its dedication on 
October 11, 1866, the first public Civil 
War memorial in Illinois. According to 
news reports of the day, the original loca-
tion for the monument was to have been 
at Springdale Cemetery but it had been 

changed to the courthouse as it was 
thought to be more visible there. 
 When the current courthouse 
was built, the monument was removed 
and the pieces unceremoniously dumped 
on Park District land.  
         A group, chaired by Bruce 
Brown and Bob Hoffer, and assisted by 
Br. Joe Hutchinson of Col. Bryner Camp 
67, raised funds to have missing/damaged 
pieces replaced and the monument re-
erected at Springdale Cemetery.     
         The approximate cost to com-
plete the project was expected to be up to 
$60,000.00. The Springdale Historic 
Preservation Foundation was treasurer for 
this project and  matched donations up to 
$10,000.  
          Brother Hutchinson applied for 
and received the $2000 Monuments Res-
toration Grant from the National SU-
VCW Organization and presented the 
check on June 26. The Camp and Depart-
ment as well as individual members have 
also donated to the effort. In excess of 
300 individuals and businesses contribut-
ed to the effort 
 The dedication of the restored 
monument took place at 2 pm on October 

12, 2019 and was well attended.  

Camp 67 Brothers present were L-R: 
Wayne Wehrheim, Tom Ashby, and 
Dave Rogers (not pictured: Joe 

Hutchinson). 

Rose Connoly of Springfield places flow-
ers at the base.  
 

A You-Tube video about the project is online..       
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Editor’s Note: In honor of all those who served and continue to 

serve,  I have included the following narrative from an ac-

quaintance, Keith Kinsey, that he put in his company newslet-

ter. He frequently has words that make you sit back and think 

of how good we have it and what a blessing it is to be able to be 

here to enjoy it. 
 

Powerful Words by Keith Kinsey 
 

Today we are impacted by a multitude of words. Some positive, 
some negative, some calming and some with the opposite effect. 
Some words incite us, others make us laugh. Some words invoke 
fear, others give us hope. And some seem more powerful than 
others causing us to take pause or ponder a thought. Here’s an 
example: 
 

Ronald Reagan once said:  “Freedom is never more than one 

generation away from extinction. We didn’t pass it to our 

children in the bloodstream. It must be fought for, protected, 

and handed on for them to do the same.” 
 

I was reminded of this quote while reading ‘Grateful American’ 
by Gary Sinese. A friend of ours recommended the book earlier 
this year, and Karen bought it for me. I must admit, I enjoyed it 
thoroughly and recommend it. He is extremely candid about 
many factors of his life. But these words in particular, caused me 
to take pause.  
 

Here’s why: 
 

My father fought in WW II, or as he called it, “The Big One.” He 
never spoke much of his experience during the war. That is until 
the summer of 2001. Early that year, my folks came to the house 
for dinner after church. Seemingly out of nowhere, my lovely 
bride looked at my mother and asked, “So Mom, if Keith and I 
take the girls to Hawaii this summer, do you and Dad want to 
join us?” We had been planning to go a year or two later and 
were saving accordingly. After they left, I looked at Karen and 
said, “Did you rob a bank or did I miss a year or two some-
where?” She quickly explained that she noticed Dad beginning to 
slip a bit, and feared he would not be able to go if we waited. As 
usual, she was 100% correct. 
 

That summer we flew to Oahu for 3 days before heading to Maui. 
Dad always said how much he loved Maui and so I always as-
sumed he passed through there on his way back home at the end 
of the war. But I learned on that trip, that it was the staging area 
that began is military journey through the Pacific. Dad was in the 
infantry and they typically were behind the Marines while pro-
gressing through the Pacific. 
 

While visiting the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific, 
informally known as the Punchbowl Cemetery, we took the time 
to walk through the memorial where we noticed a number of 
amazing mosaic maps depicting both the Pacific and European 
theaters. What happened next was indelibly etched in my brain. 
 

Dad pointed to an island southwest of Hawaii and proceeded to 
recite 6 or 7 last names. He then pointed northwest of there to 
another island naming an additional 4 or 5. When he paused at 
Tinian, I finally asked, “Who are they Dad?” He responded, “the 
men we lost in those battles!” There I stood with my father, bat-
tling early-onset Alzheimer’s disease, yet at that moment, I truly 

had no concept of what he lived through during “The Big 
One.” (I will always be so thankful Karen made the decision to 
take that trip in 2001 instead of waiting for our planned date! If 
she hadn’t, I’m certain this glimpse into Dad’s experience would 
never have occurred.) 
 

From Tinian they hopped north to Saipan eventually moving 
west to the Philippines and on to Okinawa. He briefly explained 
they feared the next orders would likely send them to the south-
ern tip of Japan. Instead, the bombs were dropped on Nagasaki 
and Hiroshima and they would eventually begin the trip back 
home. 
 

For the first time in my life, thanks to that short 15 minute expe-
rience, I was able to at least partially understand what our parents 
and grandparents went through to protect our freedom. 
 

During the discussion, dad admitted that he lied about being able 
to swim in order to enlist in the army. (Of course he ended up in 
the Pacific theater “island hopping”.) He made it clear that alt-
hough they were never first in, they often still took a lot of fire. 
He lost many friends in his battalion, to battles as well as drown-
ings as they charged off landing craft in full gear. They often 
found themselves in water more than 8 feet deep. He explained 
they began their journey with almost 600 men, and ended it with 
closer to 300. I can’t even imagine such an experience. 
 

We walked a bit further and found ourselves in the Chapel at the 
memorial. A very small chapel with an altar and a large wreath of 
flowers in honor of the men and women lost in battle. At the en-
trance there was a guest book. I looked at my dad and said, “You 
should sign the guest book, Dad.” This kind and gentle soul grew 
firm in tone as he responded, “That book is not for me! It is for 
the families of the men who didn’t come home.” 
 

Suffice it to say, reading the words Ronald Reagan spoke back in 
the 1960’s brought me to that wondrous day in Oahu when I 
learned so much about my Dad. As I write this, the Peoria Honor 
Flight has a group in Washington, D.C. for the day, likely includ-
ing a handful of WW II veterans. I am truly in awe of our mili-
tary and each and every man and woman that have fought for, 
and continue to fight for our freedom. 
 

So may I ask of you this: Please share those WORDS that impact 
you personally. Like many of you, I am one generation from 
WW II, and freedom is still ours in these United States of Ameri-
ca. Thousands of men and women have given their lives since 
that time as they continue to protect our freedom. 
 

In my sincere desire that my generation understands that, “we 

must fight for and protect our freedom. And then hand it on 

for the next generation to do the same.” 
 

Most certainly—Powerful Words! 
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General P. H. Sheridan Camp 2 
 

Progress on Spring Lake Cemetery Project 
in Aurora Illinois: 
 

The last big work day was on October 5, 
2019 when 70 Cadets from the NJROTC 
Aurora East High School, on their second 
work day, completed the cleaning of 80 
Civil War Headstones.   
 

On three other work days, this year, along 
with Cadets from the AFJROTC  Aurora 
West High School over 300 Headstones 
were cleaned.   
 

In addition, about 30 headstones were also 
straightened, and 18 new Government 
headstones were set in place.   
 

Over 225 students participated in the pro-
ject over the four days.  
 

Cadets from Air Force JROTC Aurora 
East HS prepare to start work on Sat 9/21.  

Cadets from Navy JROTC Aurora West 
HS are ready to start work on Sat. 10/5.  

Brother Lee Lasseigne leads  his team of 
cadets in straightening headstones.  

Brother Eric Pry and his team straighten 
another six Government headstones.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Robert Rogers 
 

Gen. John McClernand Camp 4 
 

Along with American Legion Post 213, on 
Saturday, October 12 at 11:00 am, mem-
bers of Camp 4 rededicated the GAR Me-
morial located in the Vermont, IL ceme-
tery. 
 

Though breezy and chilly, it was a sunny, 
beautiful morning and the memorial was 
more than a little conspicuous, as no other 
marker or headstone in the cemetery 
comes close to it’s edifice.  
 

One simply couldn’t help saluting such a 
noble structure and feeling an overpower-
ing sense of pride and decorum.  
 

With support of the Sons of Union Veter-
ans, Department of Illinois, the rededica-
tion marks the replacement of the concrete 
foundation with a newly poured replace-
ment foundation. The new foundation 
blends in beautifully and the memorial 
now looks flawless. 
 

Camp 4 Council member, Brother Gene 
Walker, took the lead for Camp 4 on this 
endeavor and he did a superb job.  
 

Portraying his great-great-grandfather, 
Sergeant John Preston Wheeler, of the 
55th Illinois, Gene worked closely with 
Post 213 in Vermont, Illinois to plan and 
organize the program.  
 

Joining Brother Gene Walker from Camp 
4 were Camp Commander, Joe Kessler, 

immediate past Camp Commander, Don 
Ferricks, Senior Vice Camp Commander 
and Treasurer, Larry Werline (General U. 
S. Grant), and Patriotic Instructor Chuck 
Murphy.  
 

The keynote speaker was General Grant. 
The Post 213 Honor Guard posted the 
colors, offered a smart 3 volley salute and 
played TAPS.  
 

Following the ceremonies, participants 
retired to the Legion Hall for a tasty 
luncheon and some very pleasant conver-
sation. 

From left to right at the GAR Memorial in 
Vermont, IL are Larry Werline, Don Fer-
ricks, Joe Kessler, and Gene Walker.  

The gaze of the self-assured Civil War 
soldier atop the Vermont GAR Memorial 
is both inspiring and comforting.   

A group snapshot of Camp 4 Sons and 
Legionnaires of Post 213 as they pose on 
the new foundation of the GAR Memorial. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Chuck Murphy. 
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E.F. Dutton Camp 49 
 

Tom Oestreicher presenting the bio of a 
Civil War veteran at the annual Elmwood 
Cemetery Walk on Oct 13th. Elmwood 
Cemetery is the final resting place of 144 
Union soldiers, including three generals. 

Respectfully submitted by Denny Maher 
 

Col. John C. Bryner Camp 67 
 

Brothers Darrell Clevidence, Wayne 
Wehreheim and Joe Hutchinson help a 
patron at Genealogy Day at Peoria Public 
Library on September 28 (below).  

The Camp had an informational table with 
brochures and applications for the order. 
They had laptop computers available to 
assist in researching Civil War ancestors.  
 

Br. Hutchinson also helped man the table 
for the Greenhut Memorial G.A.R. Hall. 
This is the 110th anniversary of the Hall. 
 

Books by B.C. Bryner about his experi-
ences during Lincoln’s 1854 “Peoria 
Speech” and the history of the building of 
the Hall as transcribed from the original 
Building Committee Minutes were availa-
ble for sale. (Photograph by Molly Crusen

-Bishop, rental manager for the Hall.)  
 

Respectfully submitted by Joe Hutchinson 

Col Friederich Hecker Camp 443 
 

Here's some pictures from Hecker Camp: 
Hecker Camp Annual BBQ  in Fairview 
Heights Sept. 4th. (pic 1-3) 

Hecker Camp display at Shiloh Home-
coming. (below) Brothers Boo, McKee , 
& Piper attended. Students from the grade 
school visited asking a question each 
about the Civil War as a school project.  

Brother Bob Mohrman displayed his GAR 
items at the Koerner House in the past 

Now most of these items are displayed in 
the Missouri Civil War Museum St. Louis 
at Jefferson Barracks.  A drum of the 43rd 
Illinois/ Hecker Post items were donated 
to St. Clair County Historical Museum in 
Belleville Illinois.  

Brother Mohrman's collection, donated to 
St. Clair County Historical Museum, is 
displayed. (below) The drum is from the 
43rd Illinois Infantry Reg. out of Belle-
ville and the charter is the first Belleville 
GAR Post before being Hecker.  

Part of a project to improve the area at the 
St. Clair County Civil War Monument 
was to properly light it up. Thanks goes to 
the City of Belleville for taking care of 
this. Also one of our members cleaned 
about 70 veteran grave markers around the 
monument. THANKS Steve Ritter. Our 
next item is to find a way to level and 
straighten the grave markers.  

Respectfully Submitted by:  
Br. Dave Wildemuth, Hecker Camp 443 
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Old Glory Camp 6165 
 

Old Glory Camp #6165, Chicago, Illinois 
was honored to have guest speaker, De-
partment Chaplain Jerome Kowalski pro-
vide the social program to its member-
ship.  
 

Brother Jerry spoke of General Thomas’ 
early youth and the impact on slavery in 
his personal life. The program concluded 
with a question / answer session and 
group discussion.  

Left to Right: SVC Mead Gifford, P.I. 
Jerry Smith, Council David Marshall, 
Sec. Jeff Kaup, Guide Dr. Tom Hauff, 
C.C. John Bigwood, Chaplain Tim Horn, 
JVC Nick Kaup. Seated: General George 
Thomas as portrayed by (Past National 
Chaplain) Department Chaplain Jerome 
Kowalski. 

Above: Our newest member of Old Glory 
Camp 6165, Brother Roger Britton being 
initiated into the Order by CC John Big-
wood at our July meeting.  
 

We continue to grow our membership and 
look forward to additional new faces in 
the months to come.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Brother Nick Kaup 
 

New Camp in the works: 
 

To date, we have nine brothers who have 
committed to joining either as new mem-
bers or dual members. The general geo-
graphical area for meetings will be in the 
near western Chicago suburbs. Most 
camp members reside in Hoffman Es-
tates, Schaumburg, Elk Grove and sur-
rounding towns. A series of organization-
al meetings will begin in early November. 
A target date to apply and then secure and 
charter will be next spring. 
 

Respectfully in Fraternity, Charity, & 
Loyalty, 
 

Brother Nick Kaup, PDC 
Department Camp Organizer 
 

“Juneteenth” Supplement 
 
 

In the “Keyboard Klacking” column of 
DSVC Joe Hutchinson in the Summer 
issue of the Railsplitter appeared an arti-
cle by Carl Adams about the annual 
“Juneteenth” celebration commemorating 
the entry of the 29th USCT into Texas in 
June of 1865 freeing their former com-
rades in chains.  
 

Private Lewis Martin was featured in the 
article and his story is repeated here: 

 

Private Lewis Mar-
tin (1840-1892) of 
Co. E, 1st Regt. 
Illinois Volunteers 
(Colored), 19th 
Regt. US Colored 
Infantry was born in 
Arkansas and died 
in Springfield IL . 
He was buried in 
Oak Ridge ceme-
tery.  

 

Photo provided by the National Archives. 
 

Lewis Martin was recruited from the river 
town of Alton, IL in February, 1864. Pvt. 
Martin served from April thru July 30, 
1864 when his right arm and lower left 
leg were shot off almost simultaneously 
during the Battle of the Crater just outside 
Petersburg, VA. He was granted a pen-
sion for his wounds, but died of exposure 
on a cold winter night in Springfield at 
age 52.  
 

Additional information from Chuck 

Murphy, Camp 4: 
 

Through the generations, the grave of 
Lewis Martin was lost to history.  He was 

interred in Oak Ridge Cemetery but there 
was no gravestone to be found.  But in 
2012, an enterprising person with an in-
terest in local history rediscovered his 
buried site.   
 

She wrote and published a book about 
him, sought donations to purchase a 
stone, and participated in the dedication 
ceremony on November 2, 2013, along 
with the 114th Illinois Volunteers, Reac-
tivated, and over a hundred others.  It was 
quite an event.  

The marker is in a conspicuous location 
right alongside the road in the “Colored” 
section.  
 

    

In Fraternity, Charity, And LoyaltyIn Fraternity, Charity, And LoyaltyIn Fraternity, Charity, And LoyaltyIn Fraternity, Charity, And Loyalty    
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Dept. Encampment 
 

The 136th Midterm Encampment of the Department of Illinois 
was held on October 19 in Sycamore, Illinois and hosted by E.F. 
Dutton Camp 49. Prior to the meeting, a memorial service was 
held for the late Brother, Wes Wilson. His Great-Great grandfa-
ther was Leonard Wood who was with the Indiana volunteers. 
The ceremony was at Mt. Carmel Cemetery, next to Sycamore 
United Methodist Church, 160 Johnson Ave. Sycamore, Illinois. 

Opening Ceremonies: The Encampment was opened after a 
luncheon provided by Dutton Camp by DC Harry Reineke IV. 
Roll of Officers was taken and all were present except: Dept. 
Council PDC James Lyon, Dept. Councilor Ron Clark, Dept. 
Chaplain Jerry Kowalski, Dept. Signals Officer Robert Welch, 
Dept. ROTC Officer 
and Camp Organizer 
Nick Kaup, and 
Dept. Guide Patrick 
McConnell. GAR 
Highways Officer 
and Eagle Scout Co-
ordinator are vacant. 
Br. Richard Hoovler 
was acting Chaplain. 
 

All Camp had representatives except for Reed Camp 24 and 
Hecker Camp 443. Hecker Commander Dave Wildermuth ex-
pressed his regrets at not being able to attend.  
 

Introductions: DC Reineke introduced the Past Dept. Com-
manders that were present: Steve Westlake, Terry Dyer and John 
Bigwood. Several members of the Auxiliaries came with their 
husbands and left for lunch and shopping/sightseeing. 
 

Reports: The minutes had been sent out previously via E-mail to 
the Camps and Dept, Officers. The minutes were accepted into 
the official record. The Dept. Treasurer’s report was passed out. 
It was also accepted into the record. Dept. Officer and Camp 
reports that were received via E-mail were accepted into the rec-
ord. 
 

Communications: Sec. Aarli reported under communications 
that the advertisement for the Lincoln Tomb ceremony held in 
April at Lincoln’s tomb at Oak Ridge Cemetery in Springfield 

was already out and in the latest issue of the Banner. He said that 
on October 26th there would be a headstone dedication ceremony 
for Alonzo Webster at 2 pm at Fisk Cemetery in Lee County. Br. 
Steve reported that he had received a Thank You card from PC-
in-C Shaw thanking the Dept. for the Stephenson memorial 
brick. And lastly, he noted that the Gettysburg Remembrance 
Day parade and Civil War Ball will take place on November 23. 
 

Awards: There 
were no Dept. 
awards to be pre-
sented. Camp 49 
Commander Denny 
Maher took the 
opportunity to pre-
sent certificates to 
Camp 49 PCC Herb 
Holderman and 
Camp Treas. Matt 
Woodstrup for their outstanding service to their Camp.  
 

Old Business: DC Reineke is still looking for a volunteer to take 
the Eagle Scout Coordinator office that PDC Lyon formerly held 
last term. He said it is an important position and that the Dept. 
has sent out 100’s of certificates in previous years.  
 

Br. Harry asked for a status update for the Vermont and Peoria 
monument projects. Br. Gene Walker of Camp 4 replied that the 
project was complete and the rededication had taken place on 
Oct. 12. Br Joe Hutchinson of Camp 67 reported that the “Shaft” 
project was essentially complete except for some landscaping 
and that the rededication had also taken place on Oct. 12.  
 

Commander Reineke reported that the status of any changes to 
the Dept. Constitution regarding Life Members was still tabled 
until a committee was formed to look into it. He also reminded 
the membership present that the $300 allotted to host camps to 
help with Dept. Encampment expenses required that receipts be 
submitted. 
 

New Business: Sec. Aarli notified the Camps of the minor 
changes to the National Regulations that were voted on at the 
National Encampment. This is in regards to changes to when 
Camps can hold their elections and installations. Camps may 
hold elections from August to December and installations from 
September to December. This change was made to allow for bad 
weather at the end of the year in more northern states. This was 
requested by the Dept. of Michigan. Another change was that the 
process for replacing officers who are not able to complete their 
terms. The Council decides temporary/permanent replacements 
for officer replacements. This came about due to the death of the 
National Treasurer. This also allows for a temporary replacement 
if an officer is temporarily incapacitated. 
 

A nominating Committee was formed to select candidates for 
Dept. elected offices for 2020/2021. The offices are Commander, 
Senior Vice-commander, Junior Vice-commander, Treasurer, 
Secretary and 3 Council members.  
 

               Continued on Page 10 
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Department Encampment Continued from Page 9 
 

The remaining offices are appointed by the newly elected Com-
mander. Those chosen to be on the committee were PDC Steve 
Westlake, Camp 49 Commander Denny Maher, and Wayne 
Wehrheim from Camp 67.  
 

Br. Steve (right) re-
ported that next year 
would be his last year 
and asked that a re-
placement be selected 
at the next encamp-
ment so that he could 
train him. Treasurer 
Johnson reported that 
he too would retire 
within the next cou-
ple of years. He suggested that it would be good if the new 
Treasurer and Secretary lived in the same area as they need to 
work together closely.  
 

A scheduling committee was formed to revamp the order of 
Dept. Encampments to reflect the new Camps that have been 
and are being formed. Brothers Maher, Ostreicher and Franklin 
were chosen.  
 

PDC Terry Dyer gave report on the Stephenson Gravesite Pro-
ject. He said that many of the problems with orders being lost 
and bricks being not placed in a timely fashion have been fixed. 
He said that all forms and checks would come to him first and 
then be forwarded to the proper places. He requested the Dept. 
donate $500 to the Stephenson Committee. The motion was ap-
proved. He also talked at length about how the Lincoln Death 
Day ceremonies could be approved by having visitors stay at 
Petersburg at the Riverbank Inn. He said the room rates would 
be cheaper and it would make it more likely that Brothers com-
ing to Springfield for the Tomb Ceremony in the morning would 
stay for the Stephenson Ceremony in the afternoon. He also 
played a new video that was created by a gentleman from Pe-
tersburg with the assistance of several local high school stu-
dents. This video promotes the Stephenson Ceremony and was 
played throughout the time of the National Encampment. It was 
suggested that it be put on You-Tube and links be placed on the 
Dept. and National websites.  
 

Br. Harry reminded the group that the new Dept. website was up 
and running and that Br. Welch was looking for content. The 
new website is: “suvcwil.org”. The old website at 
“suvcwil.com” is still running at the present, but is not being 
updated.  
 

Br. Harry reported that an SUVCW friend from Rhode Island 
said that a grave flag holder was stolen from his ancestor’s plot 
in Bureau County. Br. Hutchinson said he would put a notice in 
the Railsplitter so that the membership could watch out for it 
coming up for sale at antique stores or online.  
 

Br. Aarli presented Dept. Historian Dyer with the Past Dept. 
Commander medal for Charles Brady who served as Dept. Com-
mander for 1960/61 that he had acquired on E-bay. Br. Reineke 
suggested that members have a plan for their own membership 

material and other memorabilia. He thought that it might be 
good for members to donate their badges and accessories to the 
Dept. in the event that family members did not want them. Dept. 
P.I. Mike Zafran noted that he picks up Purple Hearts and other 
medals from sales he goes to and that it makes him sad and 
somewhat disgusted to see unwanted medals. 
 

Bills: A motion was made and approved to reimburse Brothers 
Aarli, Dyer and Lyon for expenses for items and supplies pur-
chased for Dept. 
 

May 2020 Dept. Encampment: Hecker Camp 443 is hosting 
the Dept. on May 9. Details will follow. 
 

Good of the Order: Brother Hutchinson from Camp 67 in Peo-
ria noted that October was a very important month. He reported 
that it was the 165th anniversary of Lincoln’s “Peoria 
Speech” (details elsewhere in this issue), the 140th anniversary 
of the founding of Col. John C. Bryner Post 67 of the Grand 
Army of the Republic and the 110th anniversary of Peoria’s 
G.A.R. Hall. He had books available about Lincoln’s speech and 
the building of the G.A.R. Hall. Several members stepped for-
ward to buy books and donate to the G.A.R. Hall.  
 

Br. Steve Westlake told the membership present to mark their 
calendars for September 19, 2020. Phil Sheridan Camp #2 is 
marking their 25th anniversary at the Aurora G.A.R. Hall.  
 

Br. Tom Ostreicher said that ancestor pins and wooden Camp 
plaques are available for purchase and that they are made locally 
in Sycamore. Contact him for more details. 
 

Meeting Closing: The Dept. Encampment was adjourned at 
2:50 pm until the next meeting on May 9, 2020 in Belleville. 
 

Summary submitted by DSVC Joe Hutchinson 

WANTED! 
THE DEPARTMENT OF ILLINOIS 

NEEDS YOU!  

STEP UP AND SERVE!  

WHEN THE NOMINATING COMMIT-

TEE CALLS SAY, “YESSS!” 

URGENTLY NEEDED: 

EAGLE SCOUT COORDINATOR 
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DEPARTMENT INSIGNIA ITEMS 
 

Brother Harry Reineke IV has Lapel Pins and Cufflinks with the Department Insignia available for purchase by the Brothers of the 
Department. Also available by special order are baseball caps and polo shirts by Gold Medal Ideas. Any profits will go to the Depart-
ment. Shipping extra--call.  
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Lapel Pin                     Cuff Links                      Embroidery Sample for Shirts and Hats 
 

Please order using the form below 
 

 Department Lapel Pin         ______ x $  7.50 = _________ 
 Department Cufflinks (pr.) (EXTREMELY LIMITED QUANTITIES)     ______ x $20.00 = _________  
 Department Ball Cap         ______ x $16.00 = _________ 
 Department Polo Shirt                        (without name) ______ x $22.00 = _________ 
                               (with name) ______ x $25.00 = _________ 
                    SUB TOTAL _________ 
                 Shipping (call)__________ 

             TOTAL__________ 
 

Name for Polo Shirt:  (Print Clearly) _____________________________________________________________  
 

Please send form and a check made out to:  Brother Harry W. Reineke IV 
      605 Main Street 
For information phone: (630) 806-9693  Batavia, IL 60510 

FACEBOOK PAGES: 

The following Camps have Facebook 

pages.  Feel free to like and share these 

pages with your friends. 

SUVCW Camp #1, Dept of IL 

PH Sheridan Camp 2, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, Dept of Illi-

nois 

SUVCWJohn A. Logan Camp #26 

Gen. E. F. Dutton Camp #49 Sons of Un-

ion Veterans 

Col. Friedrich K. Hecker Camp #443 

(SUVCW) 

SUVCW Old Glory Camp 6165, Dept of 

IL 

DEPARTMENT FACEBOOK PAGE: 

Illinois Department Sons of Union Vet-

erans of the Civil War 

DEPARTMENT WEBSITE: 

NEW WEBSITE! 

http://www.suvcwil.org/ 

NATIONAL WEBSITE: 

http://www.suvcw.org/ 

 

 

RAILSPLITTER  DEADLINES: 

Fall: October 15 * Winter: January 15  

Spring: April 15      *  Summer: July 15     

Please submit articles by the above dead-

lines. Articles may be edited for length 

and corrected for grammar and spelling. 

Not all photos may be used. New issues 

should come out about two weeks after 

the deadline.  

Send to “bryner_camp67@yahoo.com”. 

Text should be attached as MS-Word docs 

or contained in the body of the E-mail. 

Photos should be JPG attachments.  

**********************************************************************************************************


